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November Meeting Topic: Upcoming
Ecology/Conservation of Vernal Pool Wetlands Meeting Topics

Our speaker, Mike Hayslett will
conduct a lively PowerPoint

presentation about the ecological huod

characteristics, flora and fauna,
and conservation needs of these
special wetland habitats found
throughout Virginia.

Mike is a trained wildlife bi- Upcoming Field Trips 3
ologist. He is the Naturalist-in- MBC October Minutes 4
Residence at Sweet Briar Col- o oA CBC Information 4
Iege'_ . \3!;5«'3,. vy L ok e e VA Quail Report 4

Mike's 23 year career as a Monticello Bird Alert 4

naturalist, field biologist, and

November 12th: Ecology/
Conservation of Vernal Pool Wetland

December 10th: Birds of Paradise
dventure in New Guinea

Inside November 2009
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Photo by Doug Rogers

educator has centered around the
areas of field ecology and natural

Comments From the President

history.

His specialties include wildlife
habitat management, herpetol-
ogy, and, especially, vernal
pools: wetlands characterized by
the presence of certain amphibi-
ans, crustaceans, and other fasci-
nating biota.

Please join us for dinner with
the speaker at Ruby Tuesday’s
restaurant - time: 5:45 November
12th.

and | stopped at the City Point Park
O suns and skies and clouds ofin Hopewell, where | walked along a
June, bluff at the confluence of the Appo-

and flowers of June together, mattox and James Rivers, imagining
ye cannot rival for one hour,  Lincoln and Grant meeting there in

October’s bright blue weather. 1864. Afterward, we continued on
our way and in the evening had din-

(from October’s Bright Blue Weather, N€r at the Smithfield Inn with Cris
Helen Hunt Jackson) Crisci and Nancy Butters. Although
the group’s plans were somewhat
Pardon me if | cling to October thwarted the next morning (we could-
rather than look ahead to Novem- n't enter the WMA because of hunt-
ber. October has been a beautiful ing), we switched to plan B (or was it
month (albeit a little dry) and | haveY or Z?) thanks to the Birding and
enjoyed being out under its bright Wildlife Trail Guide Dean Joyner had
blue skies. Birding has been pleasin her car.
ant at Darden Towe Park. Jennifer ~ Well, | could go on some more
Jowdy alerted me to it. The park habout the Hog Island trip (including
had a nice variety of warblers, vir- the interesting Scotland-Jamestown
eos and sparrows. | also enjoyed tfferry crossing), but will move to other
club’s trip to Hog Island Wildlife  topics.
Management Area, put together by  Two of our members who live in
Doug Rogers. On the way down toGreene County and have a long drive
our meeting spot in Smithfield, Elli¢ (Continued on page 2)




Monticello Bird Club

(Comments from the president continued from  few meetings begin and end in dark-
page 1) ness, and those have been the meet-
to our meetings have asked about an ings when these incidents occurred, |
earlier start time. | have told them this urge you to use caution when parking
would be all right except meeting earlierfor upcoming meetings. Leave noth-
would mean having to take our speakeréng of interest to a criminal visible in

for dinner at 5:15 instead of 5:45 PM. your car, not even a binocular case,

this one on vernal pools.

We dine with the speaker at 5:45
Ruby Tuesday’s Restaurant. Hope to
see you there, at the meetingadse-
where.

Stauffer Miller

live some distance away from Char-

live closer? Let me hear from you.

some discussion of Chimney Swifts.
While hard to believe, in the period

houn banded over 20,000 swifts in

going on at that time, type in John B.

lottesville on Google and you'll get a
wealth of information. Several of you

Swift “chimney” at Ivy Creek. If you

can be pushed forward.
| hate to bring up the unpleasant

Creek but feel | must. Since oaext

like this idea, let me know. Perhaps it

Are there more than two of you who and park as close as you can to lit ar-

eas. We will also see if the police can

lottesville who would attend if meetings circulate through the parking lot.
began earlier? Likewise, is an earlier
start time a problem for members who us were on John Zimmerman'’s trip of

Returning to birds, about fifteen of

October 17th to “Sparrow Road” near

At our September meeting there wasCrozet. The numerous and highly-

vocal White-crowned Sparrows put
on an interesting bit of behavior. After

1939 to 1944 a man named John B. Calventuring out onto patches of short

grass from cover, they would repeat-

Charlottesville. To read a series of arti- edly leap fifteen inches into the air, in
cles about the amazing swift banding

that way reminding me of a group of
tropical birds called manakins. This

Calhoun banding Chimney Swifts Char-may be what is called aerial feeding,

in which the sparrows apparently
shatch small gnats. Have any of you

have mentioned constructing a Chimneseen this behavior? It was a very good

trip and | thank John for leading it.
Don't forget about our birdseed

sale November 7th. You can do the

walk at Ivy Creek the same morning.

business of cars being broken into at IviNext meeting is November 12th when

we have another outstanding program,

Introducing New M ember:
Ruth Carmines

A little about myself. | was born
right here in Charlottesville and ex
cept for my years at Virginia Tech,
I've lived in or near Albematrle
County all my life. I've always had
an interest in the environment and
conservation and was delighted to
discover the MBC when | was looK
ing for new directions to exlore. My
birdwatching has been confined to|a
backyard feeder (a luxury | don't
have now in apartment living), but
I'm eager to learn more. | admit to
having two cats, but their bird-
hunting is confined to looking long
ingly through the windows at the
bluejays and local catbird. | also
have a hedgehog, but, alas, she has
never expressed any interest in bird-
watching.

Ruth Carmines

at

Bird Club Information

The Monticello Bird Club meets at 7:30 pm
on the second Thursday of each month,
September through June, at the Education
Building of the Ivy Creek Natural Area on
Earlysville Road, 1/2 mile north of Hy-
draulic Road.

The editor of the MBC Newsletter wel-
comes submissions including articles, pho-
tographs and notices. DEADLINE for
the December issue is November 27.
Please email information to Doug Rogers
at MBCNEWS@embargmail.com or send
to 1065 Weybridge Ct. # 304, Chatlottes-
ville, VA 22911.

Monticello Bird Club
P.O. Box 4362
Charlottesville, Virginia 22905
Please visit our website at
www.monticellobirdelub.ore

Monticello Bird Club Board

President Stauffer Miller stauffer@seepub.com 296-5505
Vice President Jim Hill jimearhill@comcast.net 975-6523
Secretary Peggy Cornett peornett@monticello.org 984-9816
Treasurer Henry Konat hentvk54@verizon.net 540-948-4771
Field Trips Stauffer Miller stauffer@seepub.com 296-5505
Speakers Pat Wilczek pat.wilczek@comcast.net 985-4444
Publicity Ellen Dudley emdudley@nexet.net 244-2688
Hospitality Priscilla Kingston  kingston@cstone.net 293-5173
Newsletter Doug Rogers mbenews@embargmail.com  409-8156
Membership  Jim Nix jim-nix(@comcast.net 973-7366
Birdseed Sale Jim Hill jimcarhill@comcast.net 975-6523




Upcoming Field Trips

Hog Island Wildlife
Management Area
November 21 - 22

This trip has to be done on Sunday be-
cause of Saturday hunting in the WMA.
Participants can spend the night of Np-

vember 21 at EconolLodge Hopewell,
VA (804-541-4849) or can meet the

group there next morning no later thgn

8:00 AM. To get there, take exit 9-A
off 1-295 south of Richmond, watching
for it on the right. There are several
restaurants, including a Denny’s, nedr

the motel. From there we’ll drive abouit

an hour to the Hog Island entrance.
Have a photo ID. We'll do some walkf
ing once inside. Bring lunch. After-
ward, we’ll cross the James on the

Scotland-Jamestown ferry, and perhaps
do some more birding. Should be ba¢k

to Charlottesville no later than 7:00

PM. We should see eagles and perhﬁps

waterfowl and other water birds. Leal
ers Stauffer Miller
(stauffer@seepub.cqm34-296-5505)
and Doug Rogers.

First Saturday Bird
Walks at vy Creek
Natural Area

On the first Saturday of each month,
the Monticello Bird Club offers a bird

walk at Ivy Creek Natural Area at 7:3p

AM. Some of the walks stay near the
main building and parking lot, others
go out on the peninsula. Each month
has a different leader. Some out-

standing birds have been seen on th¢
walks.
The walk for this month will be on No}
vember 7. See you there!

Eastern Shore, CBBT
and Chincoteague
Idand -
November 20-22

Join Brenda Tekin on what has be-
come an annual tradition traveling |
this favorite fall birding destination.
The CBBT guided portion of the trip
will be onFridaymorning and is lim-
ited to 15 with prior submission of g
registration form for security clear-
ance. We will meet in the south engl
of the CBBT in the administration
building parking lot by no later than
9:45 a.m. orkriday, November

20. The $50/hr fee will be divided
equally among the participants whigh
usually averages a little under $10
person. Participants must also pre
sent a picture ID (e.g. driver's licenge)
to the security officer. Follow the
CCBT our next stop will be the Eas
ern Shore NWR. Lodging will be on
Chincoteague Island and reservatigns
can be made at the Island Motor Inp
(757-336-314). Mention you are
with the Monticello or Augusta Bird
Club to receive the group rate of $92/
night. Please note there is a 7-day
prior cancellation limit. Contact
Brenda for the CBBT registration
form and additional information
(brenda@birdsofvirginia.com/434-
962-4936.

O

Charlottesuville
Christmas Count

The count will be on December 20.
Please see details on page 4.

per

The Wildlife Center of Virginia,
in Waynesboro is pleased to offer
a breathtakingly beautiful calendar
depicting the eagles who reside at
Norfolk Botanical Garden in Norfolk,
Virginia. The photography is a visual
feast for the eyes and the subject
matter is dear to all of our hearts.

"The Garden of Eagles 2010
Calendar is an 11"x17", 12 month
wall calendar including 15 large
color photographs and over 30
smaller full color photographs. The
calendar includes the 'special high-
light' dates pertaining to the 2009
bald eagles’ nesting season im-
printed in the appropriate calendar
date blocks.

Your donation of $20.00 for each
calendar will benefit The Wildlife
Center of Virginia. All proceeds from
the sale of "The Garden of Eagles
2010 Calendar" will go to support
the work of the Wildlife Center of
Virginia for Bald Eagles.

The main goal is for all profit
after printing costs to go to the Cen-
ter. The cost per order for shipping
will be $4.95. If you wish to use a
credit card or want to go through
PayPal, there is an option to do
this. The Wildlife Center of Vir-
ginia has a link on their site that
allows people to purchase the
calendar through PayPal, or use a
credit card. Here is the link to
their site.
http://www.wildlifecenter.org/
wp/2010eaglecalendar/

You may purchase your calendar
locally at Wild Bird Crossing 1950 Rio
Hill Center, 434/973-9649.

You may purchase your calendar by
mail at the following address:

The Wildlife Center of Virginia
P.O. Box 1557
Waynesboro, Virginia 22980

Make checks payable to Wildlife
Center of Virginia and please in-
clude in the Memo area "The Gar-
den of Eagles 2010 Calendar". In-
clude your e-mail address and you
will receive an e-mail confirming
your paid order and also when your
calendar(s) is mailed.




Minutes of the M onticello Bird Club M eeting of 8 October 2009

Peggy Cornett, secretary

President Stauffer Miller presided. Newcomers idelli Jane Kopp from south Florida, Bill and Shergrfih from Ruckersville, and Ruth Carmines.

* Treasurer’'s Report

Henry Konat reported a net income of $1,295, plLi2@0 in bird seed order that just arrived; andeases of $1,565. The club has $12,400 in the bank.

* Bird Seed Sale

Jim Hill reminded members that order forms are labte on the Web site and the deadline for ordeigr@ctober 30th. The seed will be distributechatEor-
estry Department on November 7th. Seed pricesawa drom 2008. There is still a need for volunteerd) make telephone reminders during the weel poi
pick-up, 2) greet customers in the pick-up aredlomember 7th, and 3) haul seed to cars.

* Christmas Bird CountJenny Gaden is coordinatimghird count this year, which takes place Decerib#r. She is still taking volunteers. They yeaytare
trying to identify areas of the county that stidlad to be covered.

* Field Trips

John Zimmerman reported on upcoming trips, inclgdire walk at Secluded Farm on October 10th, stagt 7:30 a.m. from the overflow parking areahef t
Monticello Parkway. Doug Rogers is leading a repéato Hogg Island on November 21-22, becauseatka was closed on the date of the previous trptd
the fall hunting season. This time of year, thandlis only open on Sundays.

* Quail Action Plan Update

Brian Morrison, member of the Virginia Quail Coulnceported on current efforts to restore suitdtalbitats for wildlife and birds in Virginia. The fion Plan
was funded to create 5 new positions for privatel kiologists to cover Augusta County, Culpeped kladison. They have designated $900,000 to estedli
cost share program with land owners. Brian alsonted on efforts to survey breeding habitats forbleas in the Appalachian area as part of the IBApprtant
Bird Areas). There is a new proposal to establisiBa survey in Central Virginia, including soutimeAlbemarle County. He encouraged MBC members to
refer to the DGIF Web site for more information.

Charlottesville Christmas Bird Count

On Sunday, December 20, the 2009 Charlottes@itiristmas Bird Count (CBC) will take place. W j@in tens of thousands of other volunteers aidbthe
country who, over a three-week period, will heatit®fore dawn in many cases armed with binocutalsscopes, checklists, bird guides, cameras,dffgec
and bountiful snacks to spend the day countingsbifeiverybody can do it — grandmothers, studeots;es moms and even hockey moms. They will berbegi
ning birders or experienced scientists. All arécome.

These Citizen Scientists are taking actiorcforservation. By participating in the National Abdn Society’'s CBC they help scientists understeowd birds
are faring amid unprecedented environmental chgdlen The data they collect informs the world altbetState of Birds, and provides the informatieneed
to shape their future and ours. This is the"@hristmas Bird Count.

Last year thousands of volunteers counted yné@rillion birds across the Americas and beyoBdch count occurs in a designated circle, 15 nles-
ameter, and is organized by a designated “compilé&nny Gaden for the Charlottesville CBC.

Those interested in participating in the count $théet Jenny know (434 293-6275; jgaden@embargouedt). If you are an inexperienced birder you vl
able to go along with a more experienced persaraup. If you are an experienced birder maybe youldvconsider starting a new route in a part ofctenty
which is currently not covered. A potluck supped &ally will follow the count that evening.

Virginia Quail Report
This is from the third meeting of the Virginia Qu@bouncil, October 8, 2009

Virginia’s new Quail Action Plan (QAP) contiesi to gain momentum in what will be the largedtative to stop the decline of wildlife populatiodspend-
ent on early-successional habitats in the stage’snt history. The QAP was endorsed by the DepattoféGame and Inland Fisheries (DGIF) Board ofeDir
tors in February of 2009 and officially began Jujy2009. The key goal of the plan is to gather supfor early-successional habitats and the spebasdepend
on them such as quail, numerous songbirds, paligatsects and small mammals. Though state budgetsght, funding was provided to hire five ptiva
lands biologists for each of the focal areas instia¢e. These positions will be filled by NovemB869 and are jointly supported by the Natural Re=esICon-
servation Service. Also, a total of $150,000 intesbgare funds was allotted to each focal arealfpdet habitat established on the ground. For rivdoemation
visit www.dgif.virginia.gov/quail/
Reported by Brian Morse, member, Virginia Quail Gcil

The Monticello BirdAlert, by Robert Capon

The MonticelloBirdAlert provides birders in Centhérginia with an opportunity to post sightingsrafre and interesting birds spotted in Charlottéseind
Albemarle County, Virginia, and surrounding cousti®lembers of the group should only post birds éinatsighted on public property or viewed from bl
roadways. Members may also post a siting of admirgrivate property, if the landowner has grantgatess permission for you to make such a postirigiso
group.

Since its inception, birds reported on the MontadgkrdAlert have included the Loggerhead Shrikex Bparrow, Common Goldeneye, Horned Grebe, Horned
Lark, Red Headed Woodpecker, American Woodcock, Seoter, Glossy Ibis, Dunlin, American Bitterndamany others!

To join the group, please follow these steps:

1) Go to <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/monticetidalert/>http://groups.yahoo.com/group/monticeitdalert/

2) Click on the button: Join this Group

3) If you have a Yahoo ID, sign in and go to "S&p

4) If you don't have a Yahoo ID, click on the lirign Up. (It's free.)

5) Fill in the required information, read the teraighe agreement, and signify your agreement iokiolg on "I Agree".
6) Once your a member, you can post messages dingemessages to
<mailto:monticellobirdalert@yahoogroups.com>moritaigrdalert@yahoogroups.com

7) Remember the cardinal rule (stated above) atespiecting private property rights.

Please note: When you sign up, you'll have the dppity to see individual messages or receive by didgest of messages. The individual messagés wil

enable you to see photographs posted with emasages, however the daily digest does not enablgtaphs to be seen. Since the MonticelloBirdAlert
only provides a trickle of a small handful of megssa day, we suggest that you set up your actoueteive individual messages.
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